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Presbyterian Statement on Communism and Related Issues 


The General Council of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A. adopted on October 21 and made public on 
November 2 a statement, drafted by Dr. John A. Mackay, 
moderator of General Assembly and chairman of the 
General Council, on the methods used in the fight against 
communism, and other important aspects of the present 
situation. Dr. Mackay declared that “serious thought 
needs to be given to the menace of communism in the 
world of today and to the undoubted aim on the part of 
its leaders to subvert the thought and life of the United 
States. Everlasting vigilance is also needed, and appropri- 
ate precautions should be constantly taken to forestall 
the insidious intervention of a foreign power in the inter- 
national affairs of our country.” 

But, said Dr. Mackay, Christian citizens “have reason 
to take a grave view of the situation which is being created 
by the almost exclusive concentration of the American 
mind upon the problem of the threat of communism. .. . 
Some Congressional inquiries have revealed a distinct 
tendency to become inquisitions. These inquisitions . . . 
begin to constitute a threat to freedom of thought in this 
country. 

“Treason and dissent are being confused. . . . Un- 
American attitudes toward ideas and books are becoming 
current. Attacks are being made upon citizens of integrity 
and social passion which are utterly alien to our demo- 
cratic tradition. They are particularly alien to the Protes- 
tant religious tradition. . . .” 

Even more serious is the “purely negative” approach 
to the whole situation “as an exclusively police problem.” 
This may lead “the American mind into a spiritual vac- 
uum” which could “with ease” result in “a fascist 
tyranny.” 

Therefore, Dr. Mackay urges all Presbyterians to give 
“earnest consideration” to three “basic principles and 
their implications for our thought and life.” 

“I. The Christian Church has a prophetic function 
to fulfill in every society and in every age.” 

The Church should “draw attention to violations of 
those spiritual bases of human relationship which have 
been established by God.” It should also “proclaim those 
principles, and . . . instill that spirit, which are essential 
for social health, and which form the indispensable foun- 
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dation of sound and stable policies in the affairs of state.” 


“II. The majesty of truth must be preserved at all 

times and at all costs. 

“Loyalty to truth is the common basis of true religion 
and true culture. . . . In the interests of propaganda, 
truth is deliberately distorted or remains unspoken. The 
demagogue, who lives by propaganda, is coming into his 
own on a national scale... . 

“Communism, as we know to our sorrow, is committed 
on principle to a philosophy of lying; democracy, in fight- 
ing communism, is in danger of succumbing, through fear 
and in the name of expediency, to the self-same philoso- 
phy. It is being assumed, in effect, that, in view of the 
magnitude of the issues at stake, the end justifies the 
means. Whatever the outcome of such a war, the moral 
consequences will be terrifying. . . . 


“III. God’s sovereign rule is the controlling factor in 

history.” 

“Social disorder and false political philosophies cannot 
be adequately met by police measures, but only by a sincere 
attempt to organize society in accordance with the ever- 
lasting principles of God’s moral government of the 
world. ... 

“That we have the obligation to make our nation as 
secure as possible, no one can dispute. . . . A still greater 
obligation . . . is to make sure that what we mean by 
security, and the methods we employ to achieve it, are in 
accordance with the will of God... . 

“Let us frankly recognize that many of the revolu- 
tionary forces of our time are in great part the judgment 
of God upon human selfishness and complacency, and 
upon man’s forgetfulness of man... . 

“On the other hand, just because God rules in the 
affairs of men, communism as a solution of the human 
problem is foredoomed to failure. No political order can 
prevail which deliberately leaves God out of account. 
Despite its pretention to be striving after ‘liberation,’ 
communism enslaves in the name of freedom. It does 
not know that evil cannot be eradicated from human life 
by simply changing a social structure. Man, moreover, 
has deep spiritual longings which communism cannot 
satisfy. The communistic order will eventually be shattered 
upon the bedrock of human nature, that is, upon the 
basic sins, and the abysmal needs, of man and society. . . . 

“Nevertheless, Communists, Communist nations and 
Communist-ruled peoples, should be our concern. In hat- 
ing a system let us not allow ourselves to hate individuals 
or whole nations. .. . 
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“Let us ever be on the lookout for the evidence of 
change in the Communist world, for the effects of disil- 
lusionment, and for the presence of a God-implanted 
hunger. Such disillusionment and hunger can be met only 
by a sympathetic approach and a disposition to listen and 
confer. 


“There is clear evidence that a post-Communist mood 
is actually being created in many parts of Europe and 
Asia. Let us seek to deepen that mood. Let us explore 
afresh the meaning of mercy and forgiveness and recog- 
nize that both can have social and political significance 
when they are sincerely and opportunely applied. . 


“In human conflicts there can be no substitute for 
negotiation. . . . Talk, which does not rule out 
in advance the possibility of success, talk which takes 
place in private, and not before reporters or microphones 
or television, is the only kind of approach which can lead 
to sanity and fruitful understanding. Let the process 
of conference be private, but let its conclusions, its com- 
plete conclusions, be made public. 


“In this connection such an organization as the United 
Nations is in harmony with the principles of God’s mora! 
government. . . . While the United Nations organization 
is very far from perfection and it functions today under 


great handicaps, it is yet the natural and best available 
agent for international cooperation and the settlement of 
disputes among nations. It is imperative, therefore, that 
it be given the utmost support. It stands between us and 
war. 

‘While we take all wise precautions for defense, both 
within and outside our borders, the present situation de- 
mands spiritual calm, historical perspective, religious 
faith, and an adventurous spirit. Loyalty to great princi- 
ples of truth and justice has made our nation great; such 
loyalty alone can keep it great and ensure its destiny.” 

The full text may be obtained from the office of the 
General Assembly, Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 
7, Pa. The title is: A Letter to Presbyterians Concern- 
ing the Present Situation in Our Country and in the World. 


Estimated Population of the World 


At “midyear, 1952,” the population of the world was 
about 2,456,000,000 persons, according to Statistical 
Papers, Series A., Vol. V, No. 4, 1953, United Nations, 
New York. The data for Africa and Asia are “subject 
to considerable error,” and there is included only an 
“allowance” for the Soviet Union, for which no figures 
were available. The world total is thus only an “approxi- 
mate estimate,” it is stated in the paper. 
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